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  MUSIC OF THE  GIRARD BROTHERS RESONATES ALL THE WAY TO NEW YORK!
QUÉBEC,  Qc, January  22nd  2016 – 
The brothers Robert Patrick and Claude Girard from Rivière-du-Loup, can be proud of themselves. For their second album L’OPÉRA AUX GRANDES ORGUES / OPERA ON THE GREAT ORGAN  they have received great praise from the most important American magazine dedicated to organ: The American Organist.   We are really very proud of this. It is a culmination of many years of hard work and it feels even more rewarding because the cultural critic of The American Organist is a specialist in this field. For us, it is a great reward, a consecration - said Claude Girard.

The new-yorker critic from the magazine does not stop praising the qualities of this new album. 
 (…) Brothers Girard acquit themselves proudly, both as performers and arrangers. They execute the often technically challenging passagework with panache and seamless unanimity. Sometimes humorous, sometimes serious, the playing explores  the underlying character of each piece, all the while making the music seem at home on its adopted instrument.(…), this can be read in the magazine, distributed all over the world.

Isn’t that a lovely testimony to end year 2015 and to confirm our artistic steps with new ways to make organ loved more. In 2014, we had already obtained, an excellent critic from the same magazine for our first album  MOZART…permettez-nous /…if you please. Now we have great plans for the near future  - said Robert Patrick.

OPERAS ON THE GREAT ORGAN contains a number of opera’s most beautiful and most popular selections : Mozart’s two operas (The Marriage of Figaro and  The Magic Flute) and also Fantasy on Themes from Bizet’s Opera Carmen. The remarkable achievements of the Girard brothers introduce us to another picture of organ power.

Robert Patrick Girard didn’t only retranscribe the original scores for orchestra. He also adapted them to produce distinctive fantasies for one organ played by two organists, a special technique similar to what appears to be a real choreography of hands. This commitment has been praised  by the New York critic.
(…) The arrangements mostly remain faithful to the original scores, although the final ending of the Bizet Fantasy throws in an odd twist of harmony. Perhaps this is a humorous musical commentary, remending us that this entire program is, above all, fun ! (…), this can be read in the magazine.

This CD was recorded at the Notre-Dame-de-la-Victoire Church in Lévis (across from Québec City) on a great pipe organ with three manuals and pedal and a tracker action organ. This instrument was built by Mitchell (1870) and magnificently restored by Casavant (2000). 

Music lovers appreciated the talent of this unique duet for the exciting performances at the time of the first OPERA FESTIVAL DE QUÉBEC in 2011 and  later with performing a series of recitals in the province of Québec.
About the Artists
CLAUDE GIRARD organist, was educated at Université Laval (Québec City). He obtained a Masters degree (organ) and a Bachelor of Music (organ and piano). Claude produced 4 CD recordings. He plays an active role as organ interpreter. He has also several radio recordings for FM- Radio-Canada to his credit. He succeeded his father in 1979  as head organist at St-Patrice Church in Rivière-du-Loup. He is a music teacher at l’École de musique Destroismaison   at Ste-Anne-de-la-Pocatière’s College.
ROBERT PATRICK  GIRARD  organist and producer.
Head organist at St-Dominique Church in Québec City, Robert Patrick was an organ professor at             Conservatoire de musique of Québec, in Chicoutimi (Saguenay) during many years where he taught many organists. He has fifteen albums (vinyl and CD) as a soloist organist to his credit. He wrote a few hundred arrangements for various vocal or instrumental ensembles, most of the time with organ (piano).
This album is available :
ARCHAMBAULT : in Québec (area Ste-Foy) and in Montréal (Berry)
                              Toll-free (Canada) 1-877 849 8589
BOUTIQUE SOUVENIR   (at the Basilique of Québec - near the entrance)
MUSÉE NATIONAL DES BEAUX-ARTS (Parc des Champs-de-Bataille) Québec City
                               Tel : 1 800-220-2150 /  www.mnba.qc.ca
MUSÉE DE LA CIVILISATION (Québec City)
NOTRE-DAME-DE-LA-VICTOIRE CHURCH – presbytery, in Lévis (across from Québec City)
 *near the Alphonse Desjardins’ house  - Tel. 418 837 8813 (Lucie Carrier, # 227)
RSB iMEDIA (Montréal – St-Laurent, Qc) : 
www.espace-ermergence.com (precise title of cd or names of artists) Toll-free : 1-800-361-8153
Full details available at the website  www.robertpgirard.com
ROBERT PATRICK GIRARD producteur   producer
Tél. 418 651 6209; cell. 418 569 3772 ; courriel : info@robertpgirard.com
For contact :  Tel 418-651 6209  cell. 418 569 3772
E-mail : info@robertpgirard.com /   www.robertpgirard.com
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